
 HUMOROUS SCIENCE

Humorous science: 
An introduction
As the world continuous to struggle with the COVID-19 pandemic, this paper provides an 
introduction to the use of humour in the scientific literature and highlights several examples
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T
to ensure that we remember the funnier 

message that is hidden between the lines 

it would be a shame to lose the funny 

Australian Geographer

To honour unusual and imaginative 

Annals of Improbable Research

Indeed, several of the studies mentioned 

The Journal of Irreproducible Results, 

humour magazine worth mentioning. 

exhibit more rain on weekends than 
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An arm and a leg are worth less than 

is far more likely to die suddenly just 
before the student takes an exam than at 

than 50 times more likely to lose a family 

that family members literally worry 

many of these denoted as submitted or 

intended for submission elsewhere 

Getting published

either design or writing style. I suggest 

a remarkable agreement of results 

Figure 1: Unsuccessful self-treatment of writer’s block (Upper, 1974).

Humorous papers can improve student learning and have 

the potential to convey scientific information to a much 

wider and much more general and diverse audience. 

Often, they have a more serious message that is hidden 

between the lines or disguised by tackling a ridiculous 

topic. In an age of increasing importance of high-quality, 

peer-reviewed research output by academics (‘publish 

or perish’), it would be a shame to lose the funny side of 

science as it is also a crucial part of academic freedom
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to its full extent may have negative 

either did not understand or did not give 

They determined that title length and 

shorter titles being 

it was noted that 
this result may be 

by the naturally 

more humorous titles 
showed slightly more 
downloads but were 

amusing titles tended 

how relevant title 

and amusing, within 

good taste, and that 

does not matter.

how often attendees 
nod off during 

and examined risk 

the number of heads falling forward during 

varied from entertaining and informative 

administered to those who nodded off 

know they were not alone and that it 

Most had no enthusiasm to attend boring 

and tweaking the methodology to 

Figure 2: Evidence-based framework for responding to 
silly peer-review feedback, using the Scale of Silliness 
(SOS), Mood Reflective Index (MRI) and Scale of 
Belligerence (SOB) to arrive at the Appropriate Degree 
of Response (ADR) (Rosenfield and Hoffman, 2009).

Figure 3: Special incidence density curve, showing the number 
of nodding-off events per lecture (NOELs) per 100 attendees 
as a function of presentation time (Rockwood et al., 2004).
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Humorous publications

while taking the reader through history 

entertaining. While often hidden 

results, fruits of these endeavours 
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Figure 4: Belief in Santa Claus by age group 
based on 45 participants (Cyr, 2002).

Noting that comedy can tell us something important 

about the human condition, Watson (2015) encouraged 

the use of humour as a methodology for carrying 

out research and presenting its findings in the social 

sciences. She concluded that academics should take 

seriously their responsibilities as producers of research 

to entertain and as consumers to read for fun
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utilise regularly. Men are more likely to 

tell them all they need to know.

without breaking it down. Romao et al. 

th

However, it was noted that it slightly 

brushing teeth, arguing that the existing 

brush their teeth less often than waiters.

with no teeth at all. Thus, the study 
demonstrated the usefulness of human 

had fallen off the edge of the world 

This revealed that the US would be 

However, the rest of the world would be 

off Britain. While travelling around the 

who eventually revolted, and the rest is 

m nation n

It is known that only female vinegar flies produce a particular pheromone for 

communication and mate-finding. A pheromone is basically a hormone working 

outside the body, i.e. a chemical produced by an animal that changes the behaviour 

of another animal of the same species (perhaps comparable to a human wearing 

perfume). Becher et al. (2018) discovered that they could distinguish male from 

female flies just by sniffing them, so they devised a series of experiments to 

investigate whether a panel of eight wine connoisseurs could do the same
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demonstrated that belief in Santa Claus 

analysis failed to relate the HOHO 

a hormone working outside the body, i.e. 

Conclusion

studies related to work health and safety 
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