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ABSTRACT 
 
The proposed duplication of the Barton Highway from the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) 
border towards Murrumbateman in New South Wales (NSW) requires the acquisition of land 
to accommodate the project. Commencing at the ACT border provides a unique insight into the 
history surrounding the initial Federal Capital Territory border surveys commencing in 1910 
and running through to 1915. This presentation examines the history, legislation and surveys 
that led to the Australian Capital Territory as we know it today. The resumption of land to 
create the ACT bisected many existing portions within NSW. Many of these portions had poor 
survey, so the first task was in fact to redefine each parcel of affected land. Thus the eventual 
border totalling 306 km in length required surveys that exceeded this distance many times over. 
An overview of the border survey campaign is followed by examining the historic and recent 
land surveys adjacent to the Barton Highway and ACT border. 
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